
Dear all, 

This has been a great half term and has been incredibly busy with lots to celebrate from our achievements within and 

outside of the classroom. 

Throughout the academic year, we continue to share our four school values with students and staff:

✓ We learn together

✓ We belong to this community

✓ We are proud of ourselves and each other

✓ We have consistently high expectations

It has been excellent to see these values permeate our ski tour to Sestriere. It is a real privilege to spend time with 

students and see them grow in confidence. We started the week with a range of ski skills, however, by the end of the 

week, we were all confidently and safely skiing at an advanced level. I have loved learning alongside our students. It's 

great to see our community be enriched by culture and new experiences. I am so proud of our children and the manner 

that they have conducted themselves. During the visit we received compliments numerous times from others who have 

also recognised the exemplary behaviour of our children whilst on the tour.
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It is a privilege to see our children acting as ambassadors; setting and demonstrating the highest standards for 

themselves. I have seen students demonstrate kindness and compassion whilst looking after one another within and 

across year groups. Our school community is a fantastic team to be part of. Thank you to all the students, staff and 

parents who have supported this visit.

After the holidays, we will enter the final phases of GCSE provision for our Year 11 and will continue to support them to 

respond positively and constructively through their challenges ahead. Our final stages of in school provision will ensure 

that our students have continued access to the support on offer from their subject teachers, tutors and pastoral team.

The next half term is also a crucial one for our Year 10 students who will take part in our work experience programme 

in order to gain insight into their chosen professions and help to develop transferable skills. Our Year 10 students will 

also begin the formal stages of GCSE preparation during this next half term with internal examinations starting after the 

Easter break. These examinations provide an opportunity for students to demonstrate their progress so far and also 

proactively prepare with a clear focus on revision. This experience ensures that students are aware of the expectations 

in a formal examination environment and understand the process that we will follow for their GCSE examinations. 

Thank you in advance for your support to ensure that your child is prepared for these key assessments with the correct 

equipment, uniform, revision and attitude.

I hope that you have an enjoyable Easter holiday and I look forward to the summer term ahead. Our next term will be 

filled with challenges and opportunities, and I have every confidence that our students will rise to meet them with 

determination and resilience. 

Laura Warren

Director of Upper School

Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School
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Key Dates: 
WB15th April: Year 10 internal examinations begin

19th April: GCSE PE moderation

WB22nd April: GCSE MFL speaking examination

25th-26th April: GCSE Drama practical examination

26th April: Year 9 interims published

WB29th April: Year 10 work experience

1st-3rd May: GCSE Art practical examination

3rd May: Year 9 photographs

7th May: GCSE written examinations begin

10th May: Year 10 interim published

Drop offs and pick ups at the start and end of the school day

The approach roads to our school and around the estates are narrow and a number of residents have mentioned that traffic 

has increased and parking is blocking roads. Some have expressed concerns about road safety. Please be mindful of the 

amount of traffic at the beginning and end of the day around the school and how you might contribute to this. Encouraging 

our children to walk to school is a healthy way to start the day and arranging a safe drop off and pick up location a little 

further away will greatly help ease congestion.

Note that in the interest of keeping our children as safe as possible, the existing policy which has been in place for some time

is that no vehicles except for the busses can drive onto the school site between 08:25 and 08:40 and 15:10 and 15:25. Thank 

You in advance

Mobile Phone Lockers for Year 9 and 10 

Following on from the implementation of this with our Lower School students this year, after the 

Easter holidays, our students in Year 9 and 10 will be expected to lock their mobile phone away 

during tutor time and for the remainder of the day. 

This will commence on:

For Year 9 students  - Tuesday 16th April 2023

For Year 10 students - Tuesday 4th June 2023

The students will be shown how to do this and what they should be doing in the coming weeks. 

The process involves students entering a 4 digit code to personalise their locker (like the ones 

you may be familiar with in gyms, spas, trampoline parks etc.)

It would be extremely helpful for us if you could help your child to choose a memorable 4 digit code for their locker.

Year 11 Offer Morning

On Wednesday and Thursday morning of this week 

we invited Year 11 Applicants to our College along 

to the Sixth Form Social Area.  Students were each 

issued with an offer letter to Sixth Form..  They 

each had the opportunity to share in breakfast 

together and speak with some members of staff 

and the current Student leadership Team.  This 

was a really lovely event at the end of term. We 

hope this will give our Year 11 students an 

opportunity to get themselves ready for their 

GCSEs and consequently their next steps
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Year 10 Work Experience  w/b April 29th

The annual Year 10 work experience is fast 

approaching.  Please ensure any outstanding  

documentation is submitted as soon as possible

Outlines for Half Term 5 Studies for Year 9,10 & 11

Here at Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School we 

are very proud of our curriculum; our subject experts 

have designed a well sequenced, interesting and 

knowledge-rich curriculum for our students. 

More details are available on our school website 

under the ‘Curriculum and Learning’ tab. You will also 

find links to your child’s learning manager page where 

we are building up a bank of additional resources and 

information relevant to your child’s stage of learning.

Year 9

Click here

Year 10

Click here

Year 11

Click here

‘Careers Corner’
Job Of The Week

International Student Ambassadors Host Lunar New Year 

Celebrations 

Our amazing International Ambassadors are a team of students ranging 

from years 7 to 11 whose aim it is to welcome and support any of our 

new international students. This involves meeting students on their first 

day, giving tours, answering questions, and offering a line of 

communication and support for those who are new to the school, and 

often to the country. 

As well as welcoming new starters, our ambassadors are keen to 

celebrate the cultural diversity of our school community, recognising 

important dates and traditions. In February, one of our Year 10 students 

from Hong Kong organised and ran a games workshop to celebrate the 

Chinese Lunar New Year. It was very well attended and students had 

the opportunity to learn about, and celebrate, this important cultural 

event, whilst having fun and winning prizes!

One of the ambassadors said: “We all think it’s really important to 

welcome new students to the school, helping them to feel positive and 

safe. That’s why we are part of this group.” The International Student 

ambassador group is going from strength to strength with more 

members at every monthly meeting. All ambassadors wear globe 

badges on their ties (picture below), so if you are an international 

student in need of support, you can find the right students to help you. 

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_868e2e25a842475187ca628f6a1ecf05.pdf
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_7666c115203d4607b528c02bc78cf02b.pdf
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_1c4bdc2ca65d414aaa9d681668524572.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOU4_4ARLi8&t=2s
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https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
https://hegartymaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4/subjects/maths/tiers/foundation
https://www.onmaths.com/
https://www.1stclassmaths.com/


28th March 2024

Languages Film Night

The year 10 and 13 Languages Students organised a fantastic film night for our younger students on Wednesday 

evening. It was a brilliant turn out with snacks and face painting whilst enjoying watching Coco together in Spanish! 

Hopefully the first of many. Thanks to Lottie and Amelie in particular!

LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE NEWS
Millionaire Readers

Congratulations to our second set of Millionaire Readers this year!

Year 9 

Abi H & Sarah G

Remembering Nell Creative Writing Competition 2024

Every year, we run a creative writing competition for Year 9s 

in honour of Nell Jones. A pupil who tragically lost her life in 

the Manchester Arena Attack. Students worked hard on their 

entries with their teachers during our Literature Festival week, 

exploring how to write a successful short story and were then 

invited to enter their stories into the competition.

Congratulations to the following students who have been 

shortlisted for the award:

Immy R, Kal I, Lynn S, Max P, Eleanor W, Sarah G, Davina 

T, Keaton H, George S, Alice G 

The stories will now be read by our panel of judges before the results are announced in due course. We look forward to 

updating you all.

Please click here

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_33be6a5358db411682389f1ab14d6908.pdf
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Another great day today at English schools

Sofia Preece Year 11 represented Cheshire at both UK 

Counties Athletic Union Inter Counties Cross Country 

Championships in Wollaton Park, Nottingham, last 

weekend and this weekend she represented her County 

again at English Schools County Champs at Pontefract. 

Massive well done to Sofia for qualifying for both these 

prestigious races. 

Manchester Schools Climbing Competition

Our very own Alice Mendham came 3rd in the Gr 

Manchester Schools climbing competition today - Ks3 

female. She did really well, 200 pupils there overall. 

We are very proud of her after competing against such a 

high number of competitors. Well done Alice!! Such a 

Fantastic achievement. 

Mrs Mee

Year 7 and Year 10/11 Football game vs Brine Leas in the South Cheshire Cup.

Please congratulate the year 7,10 & 11 team who fought hard to compete against Brine Leas on Wednesday 27th 

March in horrendous weather. They were fantastic, showing great determination, spirit and commitment to play through 

these conditions, but unfortunately they did not progress to the next stage of the cup with the year 10/11 team losing 1 -

0 and the year 7’s losing on penalties after a 2-2 draw. Well done to all the girls on their efforts. You should be very 

proud of yourselves. Well done, Mrs Mee
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