
Dear all, 

I hope you are all well and that the new year is proving to be a 

good one so far. Next week, believe it or not we are officially 

halfway through the school year! Here at school, our children 

continue to thrive and it's been fantastic to see our attendance 

figures getting back to much more normal figures. As we move into 

the next few weeks leading to the half term break, I am hoping that 

as we further readjust to a new normal in terms of responding to 

Covid, we will see more and more children being able to come to 

school and be fully engaged in learning. A full and busy school is a 

great place to be and the energy that comes from 1300 or so 

children all learning and growing up is something very special. 

145 28th January 2022

As you know, we have retained our Covid protocols here and we have decided that as part of our planned 

transition, we will stay in face coverings for the time being. A number of you have emailed in to support this 

decision which I am grateful for. The local authority and the DfE have given their support to school leaders in 

taking their own planned and phased readjustment to Covid protocols. 

One or two parents have enquired why we are still wearing face masks when other schools have taken a different 

stance. These are important decisions and I am personally very aware of the need to take a balanced view of the 

information available as well as the need to keep this community as safe as possible and the children on track in 

their learning. Please have a look at the email we sent out last week which outlines our thinking and I'd like to 

reach out and respectfully ask for your continued patience as we plan our return to normal. Please direct any and 

all Covid related questions to nocv19@hccs.info.  

As we approach some kind of endgame in terms of restrictions, we will continue to review our protocols in school 

every two weeks as we have since the start of the pandemic. As usual we will publish any changes ahead of time 

so that you can talk to your children about them and what this means. Over the last two years, I have remained 

immensely proud of our children. They have shown great forbearance, compliance and resilience throughout. 

They are incredible people to be around. 

In Just a few weeks, the building work for our new Resource Provision (RP) will be finished and we will be able to 

complete the planning for our first intake. The RP will focus on providing support for children with social, emotional 

and mental health (SEMH) challenges. Eventually we will provide places for 14 children additional to those already 

at our school who will come to us so that they can learn, grow and thrive in a great school that places children at 

the heart of the community. 

I strongly believe in growing an inclusive ethos across an inclusive community. Our 

special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) provision has grown over the 

years to successfully deliver care and support for many children with a wide range of 

needs. Funded by Cheshire East, our new RP will be additional to our existing 

SEND provision. We will welcome and provide specialist care and support for 

children with SEMH who otherwise may only be able to access an appropriate 

placement many miles away from their home, friends and peer group. We are 

always learning how to improve and I want our school to be a beacon of good 

practice where all children, no matter what their need or background receive the 

best education and support available. Furthermore, the additional training 

opportunities that the development of our RP offers for our staff means that we will 

all be more skilled in understanding how to work with any children who have social, 

emotional and mental health challenges. A rising tide lifts all boats.



Just a week or so ago, we had our first Parent Forum. Thanks to those of you who came along and shared your 

thoughts and ideas within a safe and constructive setting. I am really keen on developing family and community 

engagement and the Parent Forums are one way that helps with this. 

On the subject of staying in touch, over the pandemic we reached out to families for feedback and thoughts on 

how our children were getting on and how they were accessing learning. This was really valuable and allowed us 

to refine our practice to serve the community better. In the coming week or so, we will again seek your feedback 

and thoughts via a set of surveys covering a range of topics. I would really appreciate your considered responses 

so that we can improve our offer and provision.

Finally, as a little teaser, please remember to pencil in the evening of 30th March into your family calendar. More 

info about this coming soon!

Warm regards

Nigel Bielby

Executive Headteacher

Sixth Form News

Year 12s have begun the process of reviewing their performances in the January mock 

exams.  This is a crucial checkpoint on their progress but remember they are still only 

halfway through Year 12 and are progressing towards their target so if they do not hit 

their expectations now it just means that they are not there YET!

Year 13 are building up to the final fortnight before their February Mock Exams (starting 

14th Feb).  Many of these papers will be full A-level examinations and so they will give 

us a clear indicator of their progress and also key areas of improvement.  The mock 

exam timetable is available on the school website, 6F Google Classroom and via this 

link

On a lighter note, the 6F leadership team are currently planning their Y13 leavers prom.  This is the generation 

that missed out in the first lockdown.  Date, Venue, Ticket prices will come out soon once we have finalised all the 

plans- but it's going to be amazing!!! 

From Stage to Page

After our visit with Year 11, 12 and 13 drama 

students to see ‘Fantastically Great Women Who 

Changed the World’ before Christmas we have 

been preparing notes on our live theatre visit for the 

exam.  

Last Wednesday students in Year 11 took part in a 

writing masterclass for answering questions on live 

theatre in an exam situation. Their hard work was 

rewarded with ‘pizza for paragraphs’ at the end of 

the evening.  Many thanks to the students for their 

hard work throughout. 

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_aceea1a00e8d4dabbbcf38b0f832f30b.pdf
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_aceea1a00e8d4dabbbcf38b0f832f30b.pdf


Upper School

The theme for this year's Children’s Mental Health Week (7-13 February 

2022) is “Growing Together”. This national campaign has been launched by 

Place2Be’s. The focus for this year's campaign  is to consider how children 

themselves have grown and how they can help others to grow. This will be a 

theme for our Upper School Assembly next week. 

It’s important that our children learn about what they can do to maintain 

positive mental health, what affects their mental health, how they can help 

reduce the stigma surrounding mental health issues, and where they can go if 

they need help and support. 

As parents and carers, you play an important role in your child’s mental 

health. We appreciate that this can pose different, new or unexpected 

challenges as your child reaches the different stages in their cognitive 

development. For more information, please click on the document which is 

aimed at supporting parents who are supporting their children through GCSE 

courses. 

STEM Club Update

STEM club is now continuing after Christmas break for 

Year 7s. Before Christmas, the group entered the RAF 

Glider challenge, which resulted in all students receiving 

a CREST award for their hard work and dedication to 

science and engineering, congratulations!

Currently the group are researching and building their 

own volcano models, using the recent Tonga eruption as 

their inspiration to understand how volcanoes work.

STEM Club is open to anyone in Year 7 with an interest in 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. Please see 

Mr Pirie if you would like to join the group.

Reading For Pleasure 

Year 7 were very excited to get their free book from 

Book Buzz! 

Author visit 

Later in the year, one of the 

authors from the Book Buzz 

collection, will be coming in and 

speaking to the Year 7s. Have a 

look at the great books written by 

Tom Palmer and, if you have a 

copy,  keep it safe so he can 

sign them on the day! 

JOIN US FOR OUR SPRING FESTIVAL - MORE 

DETAILS TO FOLLOW IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER

MARCH

30

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_64ca686d355d46fc80b57829ec423925.pdf


Introducing ‘The High Council’

In September 2021, we set up the Holmes Chapel ‘High Council’. This is our student led 

leadership body representing the whole school. 32 Students are now part of the student high 

council. In addition to this we advertised for a chair and a vice chair.

Maria Goode - Year 7

My special skills are writing stories and poems, and also doing hair. I am good at looking after people and 

cooking. I want to represent the student body because I want to look after people and give people positive 

vibes about themselves and make sure no-one gets bullied or picked on. I want to achieve in high council 

to make people feel safe and welcoming into our school and not feel nervous or shy. I also want to help 

people with mental health problems and give them help when they need it so they can talk to us when they 

need to. I also want people to be safe with the high council. They can also do what they like with the high

Abby Skinner - Year 8

My special skill/interest is sports, especially netball and running. I like to take part in lots of extra curricular 

activities such as, netball club, drama club and young voices! One of my special interests is the 

environment, and climate change, and because of this I have joined the environment committee in the high 

council. I have attended two climate change strikes from school to support this important cause, and I’m 

happy to have the opportunity to work with my fellow committee members to make the school the best it 

can be. I am good at listening to people, and I will happily take on board any other ideas from students, and 

other high council members. I am also house captain and student panel, so I have experience with working

Petra Hamilton – Year 9

Hi my name is Petra Hamilton and I’m in Year 9.  I’m passionate about drama, dance and music and enjoy 

playing my flute. I’ve joined the Mental Health Committee in the High Council which is led by my friend Lydia 

Davenport.  

I’m a determined, resilient and positive person who finds a way to keep moving forward.  This committee is

council e.g. if they like drawing we will draw with them and do all types of stuff with them. I also want to achieve helping others 

with things that they're stuck on and struggling with work and homework. I also want to let people know that the high council is

there for them and they can always talk to us and let us know if there's been any problems or situations that we could sort out 

and help with or report to the lower school hub. We also want people to know that the high council is a place that they can talk to 

and be happy with. The people with mental health problems could be with a high council member and talk to them about what 

they liked about their day and what they didn't like about it so the high council could help them to improve that. They could at

break or lunch to speak to us or in lessons if they need to or that they need help with something. So the high council people will 

come out of their lessons and help them with their situation or one high council member comes out and helps them.

in a team and sharing my thoughts and feelings with them. In the high council, I hope to improve different communication skills 

and my ability to cooperate with others.

I wanted to be a part of the high council because I thought it would be a great opportunity to share my thoughts and feelings about 

how to make the school the best it can be. It will also help me in my future with working in a team, expressing myself, and 

communicating with peers. I want to achieve a more eco-friendly school, and find new ways to improve our school's environment. 

It is so important to make sure that our school is doing all that it can to be contributing in a positive way to climate change.

important and relevant because mental health is an issue which affects us all which is why I wanted to join it and make a 

difference.

As a whole group we want to work together creatively to try to support everyone in the school community’s mental health.  Feel 

free to share your ideas with the committee.



Introducing ‘The High Council’ - Continued

Freya Sellers - Year 10

My name is Freya Sellers, I am currently in Year 10 and I am a member of the High Council (more specifically 

the environmental committee). One of my biggest interests is swimming, which I have been doing since I was a 

baby. My talents include art and karate. I am also part of Holmes Chapel explorers, which I love taking part in 

with my friends. I wanted to be a part of the high council- especially the environmental committee- because I 

feel a need to help myself and my fellow students for the future. I would like to achieve more on the 

environmental committee (such as cutting down our plastic usage and raising awareness about litter) because I 

want to help solve problems in our school.

Young Voices: Singfest workshop Friday 21st January 2022

Young Voices enjoyed a great Singfest workshop last Friday, with Mrs Palethorpe from the Love Music Trust and students from 

Brereton Primary School. The theme for Singfest this year is ‘Out of this World’ and we’ll be performing these songs at a concert at 

the end of March with lots of other Cheshire schools. We rehearse every Monday lunchtime - thank you to all the students involved 

for your commitment and enthusiasm.

Sofia Preece – Cheshire Cross Country

Congratulations to Sofia Preece who has qualified to compete for Cheshire in Cross 

Country. As you can see from the photos this was a tough ask!! We wish you well 

Sofia, The PE Team. 



https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_34a5f6176907489a9a226c516b668587.pdf

