
20th October 2023

Dear all, 

At the start of the term, I delivered an assembly on a Finnish value and trait “Sisu”. “Sisu” is described as 

the ability to show determination and courage particularly when there is adversity. This theory can be 

utilised to help secure high academic performance as it recognises the need for perseverance, courage, 

inner strength and grit. As we progress through our next half term, (and the final one before the Year 11 

internal examinations begin) it is important for our students to demonstrate embrace these principles by: 

1. Supporting others

2. Leading by example

3. Maintaining a positive attitude 

4. Seeking support and resources

5. Celebrating small wins 

6. Setting bold goals

7. Being resilient and maintaining a passion for learning

Throughout this half term, our community has become even more culturally diverse 

with our new intake of students. This is reflected in the 40 different languages now 

spoken across the school. It has been great to see new students welcomed into their 

classes and tutor group. A key component of integration into our community is seen 

through the positive support and interaction amongst peers. Sharing our cultures 

and experiences will continue to strengthen us as a school community. 

We started this half term with your support at our parent information events. I continue to be grateful for your 

continued support as the half term has progressed. I hope you have a great half term as a family. 

Laura Warren

Director of Upper School 
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Unannounced Inspection by Ofsted

On Thursday of last week I wrote to parents informing them that we had welcomed into school a team of 

inspectors working for Ofsted with a remit to carry out an inspection visit focussing on safeguarding, 

behaviour, safety of children, leadership and management and quality of education.

The inspectors met and talked with a wide range of students and staff. The inspectors were free to speak to 

anyone that they wanted to and observe lessons at any time as well as visiting our tutor time at the start of 

the day. 

In addition, the inspection team spent time in between lessons and at lunch and breaks out and about with 

the children and also visited the restaurant and snack shack. 

The six inspectors carried out a very thorough and wide ranging review of life as a student at our school as 

well as exploring in great detail our systems and processes.

In addition, 226 responses were received on the Ofsted Parent View site, so thank you to everyone who 

took part.

Overall, this has been a very positive experience and the inspection team managed the process in an 

extremely diligent and professional manner. I would like to say a massive thank you to all of the students 

and staff that the inspection team chose to talk to. The inspection team reported to us that they had no 

concerns about the areas that they came to look at. 

Following the inspection, a report will be published by Ofsted and will be made available to all of our 

families. The safety of our school community is our priority and we welcome this inspection and the 

opportunity to further support the continued development of a safe and secure environment in which our 

children can flourish.

Nigel Bielby

Headteacher

Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School & Sixth Form
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On Thursday 12th of October we held our Sixth Form Open Evening.  

The attendance at this event, from both our current Year 11 students and 

those from other schools, was excellent.  All of the Year 11 students who 

attended did so with a brilliant attitude.  They arrived with an open mind, 

ready to engage and ask pertinent questions of the staff and students 

there in support of the event.  We were delighted with the event and the 

engaging interest from the Year 11 students that attended.

Next Steps:  Year 11 students can find an application for Sixth Form inside the pack they received on 

Open Evening.  Students can complete this form, selecting subject choices from each of the blocks.  

Please read the information provided on this.  If students were not able to attend the Open Evening, they 

are able to collect a pack from us in the Sixth Form building. Inside the pack you will find information such 

as the application form, the application process as well as entry requirements.  Application forms can also 

be found online, on the Sixth Form area of the website.  We ask that application forms can be returned to 

us by Friday 24th of November.  Students can change their subject  options, within the blocks, up until 

GCSE results day.  Students will be given the opportunity to take part in a  guidance meeting with a senior 

member of staff, by the end of January, where they will be able to discuss their future plans.

Taster Days

As part of helping students to decide what subject option choices 

they would like to make in the Sixth Form, students have been 

given the opportunity to take part in a Sixth Form Experience 

day.  These will take place on either Tuesday 31st of October or 

Wednesday 1st of November, depending on which house 

students are in.  Students involved in these days are invited to 

come in wearing their own clothes.  They will attend their tutor 

time in the morning, as normal, before commencing their day.

The students who have elected to take part in the Vocation 

morning, will be expected to wear their school uniform and will 

attend lessons as normal in the afternoon.

If you have any questions at all about this or any part of the 

application process please do not hesitate to get ion touch with 

the Sixth Form team.  You can do this by emailing us on 

sixthform@hccs.info.

Best wishes

Jo Camm

Director of Sixth Form
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House Points

Well done to the following students who have the highest number of positive house points 

across the whole school - this is a hugely impressive achievement. 

Harriet A 10MF, Louise B 9LS, Eleanor B 11SP, Yasmin B 10MF, Harry C 10MF, Jack C 10JB, Max D 10MF, 

Emily E 10MF, Charlie F 9NG, Luke HS 10MF, Maddie H 10MF, Charlotte H 11CK, Lanark M 9NG, Bethan M

11DW, Sophia P 11DW, Immy R 9LS, Aaron R 10VM, Riley S 10JB, Meg Stone 9NG, Alfie T 11SP

Year 10 Work experience  w/b April 29th 2024

Thank you again to those parents/carers who have so far arranged a work placement for their 

sons/daughters.

The forms for completion are on the school website:  Key information/work experience

You can also click the icons below to download or fill them in.

Forms can either be done online, or printed and handed in to the school office.  It is helpful, if when 

arranging the placement you obtain the employer email so that the forms can be emailed to them directly.

Mr Baker Work Experience Co-ordinator

graham.baker@hccs.info

To be completed by student/parent To be completed by employer

Self Placement 

form - Student

Parent/Carer 

Consent Form
Self Placement 

form - Company

Risk Assessment 

Checklist

Black History Month 

October is Black History Month, where we collectively recognise the contributions of Black people to British 

society and globally. The theme this year is ’Saluting our Sister’, specifically celebrating and highlighting the 

achievements of Black Women. In the LRC we have a dedicated display for students with relevant literature, 

newspapers and articles available. 

LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE NEWS

Here are a 

selection of 

recommended 

reads

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/work-experience
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6SGUCuSZ9HOLI2WzT36Y_2IKAg7VHo4Yau_-fX-WbDzP4Aw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_18dbd1bda77743cf93b7ef694067f3fa.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9CFs4eHO2fJhJa-qpyJo5WfL9tGEZ2ED_bUQ_QRiJ6xRbGw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_5150aa80296749368766d7307e1dcdb3.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSft1MGBF4ewBVIddysHv9qIrf6aHYUWFDM8EE79IMl7Ce11Yg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_d5a6621663054a0cbcbd8c664e896cd5.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVRrM0KFDV18SG1-gd3cnfX1l-EIKf54pBuPzuous7MXpUWA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_ae7ff1f1945a43bd8787b19d64444f20.pdf
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Year 9
Please click here to find out what Year 9 students will be 

studying during Half Term 2 in each subject and how students 

are assessed and given feedback

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_4a4014aaa2ff44f18391c57ec76fc2d9.pdf


20th October 2023

Year 10
Please click here to find out what Year 10 students will be 

studying during Half Term 2 in each subject and how 

students are assessed and given feedback

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_6f90c5bdc02d4dc993e5750e0c6877d6.pdf


20th October 2023

Year 11
Please click here to find out what Year 11 students will be 

studying during Half Term 2 in each subject and how 

students are assessed and given feedback

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_f860b3f1f04d44ddb573564aa94fbb05.pdf
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We have now completed our first half term using Sparx Maths to support the learning and progress of our students. Our new 

system has certainly created a buzz around school amongst staff and students as we become accustomed to our new and 

upgraded home-learning platform! 

Parents and Carers should now be receiving regular email updates about their child’s engagement and attainment on their 

weekly homeworks, and we are so pleased that these have been welcomed and appreciated by many; we greatly appreciate 

the support and encouragement that you offer your child to engage with and complete their maths homework.

We would like to remind everyone that we are actively encouraging students to achieve 100% on their homeworks, and the 

tasks that have been set should take approximately one hour to complete.

We understand that over this first half term, some tasks may have taken a little more or a little less time than this. This is 

because Sparx is an intelligent system that is in the process of establishing your child’s attainment level. If your child has 

found the questions too easy and has completed the tasks quickly, Sparx will automatically adjust the difficulty level so that 

future tasks are more challenging. In the same way, if your child has found the questions difficult and the tasks have taken 

longer than an hour to complete, Sparx will adjust the difficulty level so that the questions become more accessible.

Whilst we appreciate that in the latter situation, your child may ask for help and support from you, it is vital that you don’t help 

them with the maths questions themselves, but instead guide them to watch the helpful videos attached to each question; 

they should make notes in their books, and become accustomed to having several attempts at a question if necessary. This 

is how Sparx will establish if the questions are too hard. Too much support will mean Sparx thinks your child is working at a

higher level than they currently are, and future questions will be set at an increased difficulty level.

Here’s a helpful “how-to” guide for Parents: Click here

In addition, students must remember to record their answers either in their exercise books or on paper. This is because 

Sparx conducts “bookwork checks.” 

Here’s a video explaining how the bookwork checks work – Click here

Your child’s maths teacher has access to all of your child’s homeworks. They can see which questions they have had 

several attempts at, the percentage they achieved, and the amount of time they spent on it. We actively encourage your 

child to see their teacher and seek help if a task is proving to be very difficult, and they will provide any help and guidance 

necessary.

If your child is struggling to access their homework on an appropriate device, they can work on a computer in the library at 

lunchtime or after school during any school day, and we also offer a Sparx drop-in session on a Tuesday and Wednesday 

lunchtime at 12:30 in CR2 and CR3. 

We have already seen an increase in the levels of progress being made, and an increase in confidence levels, of those 

students who are positively engaging with their weekly homeworks. This is a platform that will be instrumental in assisting 

your child's revision on the run up to exams; thorough and consistent engagement with the tasks we set them now will 

increase the familiarity they have with the programme, and this will in turn make accessing revision much easier.

If your child hasn’t yet engaged with the platform, please support us in speaking to them about this, and we will provide as 

much help as we can during school hours. 

As always, a huge thank you for all the extra support you offer! We look forward to celebrating with and rewarding those 

students who consistently demonstrate high levels of engagement at the end of each term.

The Maths Team

https://support.sparx.co.uk/v1/docs/sparx-math-homework-for-parents
https://5530880.fs1.hubspotusercontent-eu1.net/hubfs/5530880/KB%20Resources%20Summer%202021/student_onboarding_video_july_2021.mp4
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Cheshire Schools’ Book Award 

Announcement Evening 
On Wednesday 11th October, we were lucky 

enough to be invited again to the Cheshire 

Schools’ Book Award Announcement Evening. A 

selection of our LRC Assistants had the pleasure 

of meeting Josh Silver, YA author of Happy Head. 

Josh shared his expertise as a Mental Health 

Nurse for the NHS, his journey to becoming an 

author and his plans for the future. Our pupils 

enjoyed asking questions, talking to Silver about 

the books they have read and even shared some
of their own writing journeys. Josh was blown away by our students and as a Literacy Team we were extremely 

proud to hear how impressed Josh was with our students and their maturity throughout the evening. 

Congratulations Mrs Martin

Congratulations to our very own English teacher, Mrs Martin! 

The second book in her Mallowbank Series is released on 

October 24th, 2023. The book continues to encourage 

important discussions and empathy for the tough 

experiences those around us often face.

Synopsis: Josh McBride was the angry, emotionally 

avoidant one, while Elliot was the invisible, anxious, carer. 

When they ended up in Cruxby together and discovered their 

family's history, that all had to change. Except, old habits 

were hard to break.

If life had dealt them a different hand, they could have 

reached their potential. Elliot should have been a confident 

performer and Josh should have been able to perform in his 

courses to go on to joinery school.

But this isn't some fairy tale, and Josh can't stay in class, let 

alone an exam. He believes he's stupid and that's all there is 

to it. Elliot has a chance in the talent show if his audition 

goes well, but the anxiousness from his past creeps in from 

every angle.

Will these two be able to rise above their pasts and create 

their own destinies, or will their demons win in the end?

Key Dates:

31st November & 1st December Sixth Form 

Taster Days for Year 11

9th November Year 9 Options Evening

10th November Year 11 Interim 1 published

WB20th November School Production

24th November Year 10 Interim 1 published

6th December Winter Festival 

8th December Year 9 Interim 1 published

14th December Year 9 Parents Evening

15th December Deadline for GCSE Option 

choices

WB8th January Year 11 Assessments - Trial 

Examinations begin
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Black History Month – Food Tech

To celebrate black history month some of our year 10 students have made Jerk Chicken with rice and peas. This 

is one of the most popular and delicious Jamaican dishes. 

Click here for the recipe and to find out more on BHM

National Biology Spelling Bee

To celebrate national biology week, students at HCCS competed in a 

national spelling bee competition.

Students challenged themselves to spell scientific words in tutor groups, 

with the winner of each year group being entered into the school and 

national finals.

Under a time pressure of 2 minutes, the finalists had to spell as many 

words correctly, with their score being entered into a national database.

Congratulations to the 

finalists:

Sam MC

Iesha N

Emma W

Iona F

Esmee K

Local Cricket 

Winners 

Lanark M in year 9 

had a fantastic 

season in his cricket 

team, Elworth. They 

were the South 

Cheshire Junior 

Cricket U13 League 

and Cup winners 

this year. Well Done 

to you and your 

Team. Mrs Mee

British Indoor Karting 

Championships

John W in Year 9 came 

2nd out of 18 in the British 

Indoor Karting 

Championships at 

TeamSport Stockton 

yesterday. This means 

that he’s through to the 

National grand final at 

Warrington on Saturday 

11th November streamed 

live on YouTube

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_aa6e14cb079347579da40383b92f7013.pdf
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Hello Yellow

Thank you to everyone for taking part in 

#HelloYellow on World Mental Health Day; 

Tuesday 10th October.  As part of our tutor 

time sessions we have been raising 

awareness and informing students about the 

importance of looking after their mental 

health. 

#HelloYellow is Young Minds biggest 

campaign, taking place every year to 

promote World Mental Health Day. As a 

school we support the charity ‘Young Minds’ 

in raising the awareness of mental health. 

Young Minds aims to create a future where all young children are supported and empowered, whatever the 

challenges. Promoting the importance for our young people to get the best possible mental health support 

and developing resilience to overcome life’s difficulties. We never know when we might need this support.

All of the proceeds we have raised will go to the charities; YoungMinds, Visyon and Papyrus who work to 

support young people’s mental health. 

Congratulations to Lydia Davenport who has raised £500 for Visyon by completing a skydive on her 

birthday. A phenomenal achievement! we are incredibly proud of you! 

Is My Child Too Ill For School?

Please see the current guidelines from the NHS, which covers some 

of the current, more common ailments and viruses’.

Is my child too ill for school? - NHS

Guidelines for sickness and diarrhoea, which may indicate a virus, 

still state children should not come to school and should remain 

away from school for 48 hours (2 days) after the last bout of sickness 

or diarrhoea. 

Netball teams faced a tough day against Alsager

On Tuesday 10th October we faced a strong opposition from Alsager. We 

arrived at Alsager and firstly had a minute's applause to celebrate the life of 

an influential netball coach Pat Arnott who had inspired many students 

including those at Alsager. We were honoured to pay tribute to such an 

inspirational netball coach and teacher. Our girls yet again were a credit to 

the school, they never gave up and all wanted to succeed and do their best 

for each other. There is much to take from this game and plenty to work on 

in practice, but well done to all the teams on an enjoyable evening of netball. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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Netball Teams Faced Congleton In Game 

4 of the Season

Our year 11 team was outstanding, 

communicating as a team working together 

to come out with the win. The year 10’s, who 

have been still finding their feet, were 

amazing today. I was so proud of their 

performance, their ability to all work together 

in a new squad of students was fantastic to 

see. Macy Parkinson-Sykes shooting was 

outstanding. Well done to all the teams, we 

still have lots to work on in training but it has 

been great to see so many students 

enjoying competing for school and improving 

their netball skills. Well done to all. 

U16 Cheshire County Netball Tournament

On Saturday 7th October our year 11 team competed in 

the Cheshire county finals. It was an early start and the 

girls came ready to compete and do their best. The girls 

had to re-group only competing with a straight 7, but this 

did not phase them. All the team worked hard all 

morning, competing against the best in Cheshire. The 

day finished with the team making the Plate demi finals 

to be beaten narrowly by Bridgewater High school. 

Thank you girls for a fantastic weekend of netball, it is

always great to see you perform and work together as a team. Thanks again to all the parents and for Mrs 

Thomas to come and support the girls on a Saturday. 
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Fluenz Booking Form

Please click here to download the booking form for the Fluenz nasal spray 

immunization clinic during October half term.

Parent Governors

Congratulations to our newly appointed governors 

Anh Nowottny, Michael Woods, Rebecca Cowell and Jody Darlington. 

Many thanks to all of our nominees and to all the parents who voted in the 

election. Your support is much appreciated.

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/_files/ugd/0e64df_655b363f966c44b19d324db23c6fc99e.pdf

