
Dear all, 

Time has flown by since I last wrote to you last and lots has been going on since then. One of the biggest 

improvements to our school for many years came to life this week in the shape of a new Learning Resource 

Centre (LRC). This houses our library, includes some multi use teaching space and some IT provision. The LRC 

represents a major investment in our children’s learning and I'm very proud of the fact that we have been able to 

forge ahead with this and deliver it on time in spite of the challenges we have faced. The new space is bright and 

airy, covers two floors and is located in what used to be an old drama studio. This week we welcomed the first 

classes into the LRC and we are now bedding in, seeing what works best and organising the final tweaks so that 

our children have maximum benefit. At some point I intend to arrange a formal opening event to celebrate this 

important stage in the evolution of our school but for now it's just been great to see this project become a reality. 

141 12th November 2021

The development of our Resource Provision (RP) is something I've talked about before. This is another project 

that we are pushing ahead with to support the quality of learning and education across the whole community and 

school. Working in partnership with Cheshire East, our Resource Provision will provide 14 places for children with 

social, emotional and mental health challenges. We have all been shocked by the way in which these issues have 

emerged over the last few years and I'm really pleased that our school will be part of the care and support that 

children need so that they can access great learning in a great school and go on to lead happy, fulfilled lives. 

We have already appointed a very experienced leader to run the RP and as we grow this provision, we will be 

engaging the services of specialist staffing to support the needs of children who come to us. In addition, enhanced 

opportunities for training will mean that our own staff will be able to develop a greater understanding of social, 

emotional and mental health needs so that all of our children are better served. Building work on the Resource 

Provision has already started and we expect this to be complete in the Spring of next year. I am looking forward to 

welcoming the first children into our school in 2022 and when we are eventually full, we will be able to provide a 

high quality, inclusive education for around 14 children with social, emotional and mental health challenges.

The new Learning Resource Centre and the new Resource Provision are part of the overall plan for the 

development of our school and the children and families of our community. Engaging and investing in these 

projects means that our children will continue to have the very best opportunities to thrive, grow, learn and develop 

both now and into the future.



The pandemic took away many of the opportunities for us to be together 

through events that we all loved and valued. I'm pleased to announce 

that on 8th December during the late afternoon and early evening, we 

will host our first ‘Winter Festival’ at school. I am intending this to be a 

celebration of our amazing children with some rolling performances, 

perhaps some stalls, an offer of refreshments as well as some time when 

we can simply enjoy being part of our community. More information to 

follow on this as our plans come together. 

Finally, I've received a number of emails this week from families who have taken time to write in with some very 

positive feedback for me to pass on to our colleagues who work here. This really makes a difference and it's great 

that families are talking to us more and sharing their thoughts through positive and constructive conversations 

about some of the ways we might modify our school. 

Thanks for all that you do to support our school, the community and especially our children

Warm regards

Nigel Bielby

Executive Headteacher

Issues with Social Media

Please click here for a letter 

on the increasingly concerning 

negative impact social media 

is producing within our HCCS 

community.

Lower School Information

In place of the usual lower school feature in 

the newsletter, the letter in the link below was 

sent out to lower school parents and carers. If 

you have not yet seen this communication, 

please click here. Thank you

https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_0bfbb5bb84984c718d885d1fb0149199.pdf
https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_fd07afda9104452ab98b3c8c05bbba1a.pdf


Water Stories 

Whilst we waited for the new LRC to open, Years 7, 8 and 9 were encouraged to enter a writing competition. We 

explored stories based around water. The competition is organised by Birmingham University and winners will be 

announced in January 2022. All details on how to enter have been shared by their teacher and the deadline is 

Monday 22nd November. Good luck!

LITERACY NEWS

Reading mentors 

Last term, a group of sixth formers volunteered to read 

with pupils in Year 8. This is on a weekly basis and will 

carry on into this term. It is lovely to hear them reading 

together in the morning and we want to say a huge 

thank you to all involved. 

Mentors

Josh Wardle-Miller, Jake Humphreys, Isabel Smith,  

Charlie Manning, Ellisse Nasry, Samantha Drucker,
Cerys Dingle, Hannah Mills, Izzie Edwards, Frankie Wood, Lucy Hamilton, Harvey Saunders, Ted Bark Jones, 

Frankie Wood, Billy Wilson, Ella Brownlow, Francesca Black, Frankie Wood, Emily Ashcroft 

Stuck for what to read? 

Don’t forget this website has lots of book recommendations! https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/ 

Tutor reads 

Year 7 have started their tutor reads. We hope they enjoy them! 

Year 9 have been working on their creative writing skills. Lottie 

Woodhead’s work inspired by Jane Austen’s Northanger Abbey is 

really impressive!

The looming giant of Northanger Abbey stands proudly at the top of a large 

hill, probably to deter passing hikers from seeking warmth between its cold, 

stone walls. I walk up to it and try to ignore the deafening ring of nerves in 

my ears. I clutch my suitcase tighter and slide my finger absent-mindedly 

over the sharp metal clasp. A bubble of blood begins to pool on my finger 

and dribble down the dead Autumn leaves, and I don't miss the tangy 

metallic smell floating through the seemingly thick air. Fluttering white 

curtains sway like mourning ghosts as the wind whistles a sorrowful tune 

through the barren branches of a crumbling oak. Windows bang 

inconsiderately against their cracking frames, it all seems so gothic that I 

miss the renovation at first and it comes as a great surprise to me when I 

see the front porch lined merrily with pruned holly branches for Christmas.

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/


HCCS Students Enjoy Creative Writing 

Success!

We’re delighted to report that eighteen of our 

students have had their original poems chosen for 

publication! 

Students from Year 7 to Year 10 entered the 

latest ‘Young Writers’ poetry competition. They 

wrote poems inspired by the competition’s theme 

‘Empowered’, which encouraged students to take 

back control after the disruption caused by the 

pandemic, and write about what really matters to

LITERACY NEWS

them. Eighteen of our students have had their poems chosen for publication in the ‘Young Writers’ anthology of 

poetry which is due to be published later this year. 

We’re thrilled that so many of them have been successful! We look forward to purchasing copies of the book for 

our new LRC, and continuing to encourage their creative writing endeavours. 

House Captains

CONGRATULATIONS to our newly appointed Lower 

and Upper School House Captains. 

Please join us in celebrating their success in 

achieving their new roles: 

Year 8

Esme Warren

Henry Forrest

Year 11

Rose Mendham

Gareth Jones

Year 8

Annabelle Seed

Ben Aitken

Year 11

Oliver May

Hannah Domeney

Year 8

Hannah Russell

Darcey Barnhill

Year 11

Gracie Wrigley

Ella Nevett

Year 8

Abby Skinner

Emily Edgar

Year 11

Kiera Cranstone

Harvey Surtees

GCSE Tier of Entry

GCSE Maths, Modern Foreign Languages and 

Science are the subjects where schools are required 

to enter students into either a Foundation or a Higher 

paper at GCSE. The tier of entry is chosen by the 

school and represents the best possible chance of 

gaining the highest grade for the student.

The Foundation paper grades from 1 to a maximum 

of grade 5

The Higher paper grades from 4 to 9.

The decision on the tier of entry that your child will 

take is made as late as possible and will not be 

decided before final entries are made in year 11.

Teachers may talk to students about their tier of entry 

prior to this, but no final decision has been made for 

any student.



Holiday Dates

Please click here to view our updated holiday 

date schedule for the 2022-2023 academic year.

We currently have the following job vacancies:

• Estates & Facilities Officer– Part time (23 hours)

• Art Technician

• General Teaching Assistant – Long Term Temporary –

Immediate Start

Click here for more information

Year 12 Parents’ Online 

Consultation Evening Thursday 

25th November 2021

- Click here to read more

I Love Languages 

This week our Year 9s have enjoyed two 

amazing sessions of ‘I Love Languages’. Over two 

consecutive days, they have experienced an 

interactive languages lesson where they recreated 

a Spanish cafe, they wrote some letters to Spain 

and they even learnt some Russian!

Shout out to our amazing students and their 

outstanding attitude to learning during this exciting 

MFL activity. Well done!

Year 8 AP Competition

To celebrate the start of our favourite term together, the MFL team is running a competition to see which MFL 

class can get the most behaviour grade 1s! 

On 16th November we will give out a prize to every member of the winning class. Who will be the winner? 

Upper School News

Well done to the following students who are consistently demonstrating an outstanding approach to learning every 

lesson. 

Year 9

Ethan Fiske, Darcie Whiles, Megan Croxton, Charlotte Mitten, Lydia Davenport, Alex Moulding, Jess Caulfield, 

Tabitha Ranfield, Emily Butler, Naomi Gaynor, Lottie Woodhead

Year 10

Tabitha Alcock-Bailey, Isabella Chiu, Marcus Fu, Charlotte Wakefield, Nathan Lambert , Elliot Bayes, Skyla 

Malgas, Jessica Williams , Tom Wilkinson, Isaac Cartwright, Eva Sutcliffe

Year 11

Mac Stephenson, Henry Broughton, Jacob Pass, Lily Chapman, Heather Gray, Oliver May, William Russell, Grace 

Brown, Gareth Jones, Ethan Swain, Emma Thornhill

https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_cdcdb27e16774b62bc2e7cad166cbff4.pdf
https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_e5a820fdb31b42c0955dab9b974f4bcb.pdf
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/vacancies


Gold Medal for Jaz Lea - TeamGym British Gymnastics 

Championships 2021 

One of our year 7 students, Jaz Lea  competed in the TeamGym 

British Championships 2021 in Stoke on 31st October. It is the 

largest British Gymnastics competition in TeamGym. There were 

teams from all over the UK. Jaz is part of an Integrated Team, 

consisting equally of both mainstream and disability gymnasts. 

They compete in three disciplines: floor display, vault and tumble. 

Jaz’s team came first in all three disciplines and won Gold. Jaz is 

an amazing person to have around school and represents the 

best of all of us.

They are now Disabilities Team Challenge Level 2 British 

Champions.

She deserves a huge congratulations from all of us!

Year 7 Jess Young’s Favorite Poems

Jess Young in year 7 wanted to share this 

poem with us all in the newsletter this 

week. Perfect for the time of year and 

great to see our children enjoying their 

reading so much

Title - Autumn 

The wind is playing autumn games,

through the gardens and the lanes,

picking up and swirling round,

leaves of orange, red and brown,

gusting through each saving tree,

tossing apples till they’re free,

shaking conkers till they drop,

and open wide with prickly pop,

the wind is dancing full of fun,

laughing in the autumn sun,

it tumbles acorns, fir cones, leaves 

to make carpet under trees,

Maths Star of the Month for October 

The maths department has been nominating students for the 

October Star of the Month awards, for diligence, perseverance and 

a positive attitude to maths.

Nominees and winners for October were as follows:

Year 7:
Isabella Summers

Riley Taylor

Ewan Devany

Sam Ridley 

Jasper Graham

Megan Hamilton

Winner: Max Perry

Year 8:
Ben Aitken

Jodie Dingle

Heidi Wilkinson

George Foster-Jennings

Riley Simmonds

Marley Prot-Lane

Alex Siniawski

Lottie Carey

Winner: Isabella 

Hampshire

Year 9:
Jake Glover

Erin van Tonder

Taylor Gladas

Megan Farmer

Emily Cragg

Ben Beechener

Imogen Hollingworth

Nat Horton

Winner: Myles Schollar

Year 10:
Skyla Malgas

Rosie Sumpter 

Reilly McIntyre

Ashleigh Mclellan

Amelia Palmer

Alex Cliff 

Maddie Lusby

Aidan Vickerstaff

Megan Barker

Keana Lewis

Winner: Matthew Bayley

Year 11:
Mya Johnson

Heather Barry

Poppy Kyneston-Perez

Izzy Wray

Lucy Freemantle

Ciera Bridge

Winner: Hannah Garlick

Huge congratulations to all the nominees and 

the lucky winners. On to November!



Student Art Work

Below are a selection of artwork done by various students in art. Fantastic work!

7Y3 - Artist ANDY WARHOL STYLE ICE CREAM DESIGN examples

Year 8 - Artist JON BURGERMAN STYLE ‘SWEAT 

TREAT’ INSPIRED CHARACTERS examples

Year 8 - TITLE PAGE examples - inspired by 

illustrator CLARE YOUNGS

Arif and Hannah Year 11

Arif and Hannah Year 11

Practicing realism in art club 

this week



HCCS Netball Match Report

On Tuesday 2nd November HCCS Netball Teams Years 

7 to 11 competed against Congleton High School. All the 

players were so excited to play their 1st games since 

lockdown. They were raring and ready to compete once 

again. All teams were outstanding today showing great 

resilience to keep trying as they never gave up. 

We had a range of scores with some teams and players 

still finding their feet as netball was new to them but all 

teams tonight showed their motivation to succeed as a

team and be the best they could be, win or lose. Very proud of all the teams today, they were a credit to 

themselves and Holmes Chapel. Congratulations to all.

On Tuesday 9th November HCCS Netball Teams 

Years 7 to 11 competed against Sandbach high 

school. This was our first home game of the 

season and they were super excited to compete 

again. 

Everyone played really well, giving 100%. They 

never gave up working collaboratively as a team to 

be the best they could be. It was a very 

competitive evening with some close scores 

amongst the teams. Our Year 9 netball team were 

on fire again, working on embedding their skills in

preparation for the national finals they are due to compete in on 20th of November. Sandbach gave them a great 

game but we came out on top 15 - 5.

Every team showed huge grit and determination to succeed today, well done we are super proud of your 

dedication and commitment. Onwards and upwards to the next game. 

Holmes Chapel Boxing Club

From the beginning of this half term the Upper 

School started a boxing club in partnership with 

Holmes Chapel Boxing Club.  The Club is 

located in a refurbished industrial unit by the 

railway station.  The facilities, which are superb, 

offer our students a fantastic environment with 

new equipment for them to train and learn fresh 

skills. 

All Club activity is run and delivered by 

volunteers.  Wider community services are 

delivered by their Foundation.  They aspire to 

build on the daytime community services and 

offer employment opportunities locally. 

Click here to read more

https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_226b6530df904c6c8489146aee9d114c.pdf


FREE - Come & Give Rugby a Try!! 

Congleton Rugby Club are running a free training session for boys in years 7 & 8, 

who are interested in joining the squad or wanting to try something new! 

You are all invited to come along on Wednesday night 7-8pm on the Astro pitch at  

Eaton Bank Academy,

Jackson Road,

Congleton, Cheshire

CW12 1NT

Everyone is welcome! 

For more information, please message Jenni on 0798339170

Hopefully see you all on Wednesday

Shoe Box Appeal 2021

Thank you to everyone who has packed, wrapped and contributed to 

our 2021 shoebox appeal! We are really impressed with the 

engagement in this first whole school charity drive of the year!

We have recently made the decision to support the smaller organisation 

'Teams4u' who will then distribute our boxes to some of the poorest 

communities in countries such as Belarus and Romania, without the 

distribution of any religious material during the process. The Teams4u 

shoebox project forms part of their longer term work in their partner 

countries and total donations raised for this brilliant cause.

In the words of the director: “your shoebox will be given to a vulnerable 

child, or family, through schools, nurseries, hospitals and orphanages. Our 

aim is that each box is given in relationship with the local community as part 

of a long-term commitment to these children.” 

It’s so important that we are able to support those less fortunate than ourselves, as a whole school community, 

around the festive period. So, thank you for all of your support!

We’ll update you next time with the number of boxes collected and total donations raised for this brilliant cause.

The House Leaders 

(Miss Royle, Miss Kelman, Mr Mitchell and Mr Sneddon)

Arley House Captains with some of 

8AC’s shoe boxes 

(Rose Mendham and Gareth Jones) 

Immersive Summer Career Experiences For Ages 12-18

Immersive activities, site visits, 1:1 career coaching and networking 

sessions; all tailor-made for ages 12-18. Students simply cannot find this 

anywhere else. Click here to read more

https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_0658a3fe26e44b63b68d19991c5bdf4b.pdf



