
Dear all, 

In this final newsletter of the year, I’d like to say some ‘thank yous’. I also 

want to reflect on what we have learned about ourselves, our community 

and how we have coped with the challenges thrown our way over the last 

year or so. I'd like us to think about how the pandemic has presented 

opportunities for us to be stronger, more resilient, to look for the good in 

bad situations and most importantly how it has made us more aware of 

the value of being together as families, friends and a community. 

In the messages that I have sent out over the last year or so, I have 

talked a lot about community and culture. I have tried to be open, caring, 

respectful, enthusiastic and to look for the positives in any situation. This 

isn't because I wear a pair of rose coloured glasses. It's because I firmly 

believe that our community and culture is what we decide to make it and 

that our shared beliefs and values are only worth their weight when our 

behaviours fully reflect them. As we look forward to the new year, we all 

have a chance to be part of a growing and exciting future together where
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On Wednesday evening this week, long after the children had gone home, a colleague popped into my office. 

She’d had a difficult time dealing with some challenging behaviours and the issues had been dragging on. Whilst 

there were some tough calls home to make, all of the families she spoke to were positive, kind and respectful. 

Families  listened calmly and were supportive in working with us to resolve the issues. What was telling about my 

conversation with her on Wednesday evening was that we realised that this kind of collaboration and support 

between home and school is becoming much more normal than it was. We all know that our children are still 

adjusting after the last 18 months of upheaval and reestablishing positive and consistent patterns of behavior will 

take some time. To help them through this transition we need to work together so that our children continue to be 

happy and to thrive. Talking, it seems, is a good way of keeping each other informed, included and listened to. 

So my first big thank you is to our carers, parents, friends and relatives for being supportive and helpful, for 

trusting us to be part of your children’s future and for your kindness, respect and understanding. Families are the 

foundation of our community and if our children are to have the best opportunities to be fulfilled and happy, we all 

need to work together as closely as possible.

At the end of the year, I would like to shine a light on those who have worked behind the scenes to keep us all as 

safe as possible and to keep our school running smoothly. The work that our support and admin teams do is not 

high profile and doesn't always get much air time. This group of colleagues, representing almost half of our staff, 

have learned to do track and trace, set up a Covid test centre, answered the telephones, had difficult 

conversations with families, cleaned, maintained and improved our school environment, worked through complex 

information, rules and regulations, paid our bills, maintained and improved our IT network, planned and invigilated 

our assessments, responded quickly to change and helped ensure the delivery of our Covid-safe strategies.

My second big thank you goes to all of our valued support and admin staff who have quietly, professionally and 

ceaselessly done their job behind the scenes to keep our children and our community safe and to keep our school 

running. Their work means that our school functions incredibly well and is such a special place to be.

we work closer than ever so that our children have every opportunity to be happy and fulfilled. If you believe this 

too and have a few minutes to spare, please have a look at this brief presentation and think about how you can 

play your part in this journey. Please click here for Our school and community presentation

https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_8b16ab37d6f043f3919e307f7fea5713.pdf


The teaching profession is not trained in how to lead a community 

through a public health crisis and our ‘normal’ working practice 

involves us being with your children, delivering lessons and 

ensuring high quality learning across the curriculum five times a 

day every day. Learning and teaching is an interactive, social and 

human process. Very quickly at the start of the pandemic, our 

teaching staff adapted to using an online learning platform to 

deliver a full curriculum to over 1300 students. Teachers learned

So my fourth and biggest thank you goes to all of the children in our school who make each day a good day. 

You're a precious and very special group of people. 

If you feel like a read that I often turn to when I need a word with myself, look up ‘On Children’

by Kahlil Gibran.

Have a great break when it finally comes and see you all soon

Nigel Bielby

Executive Headteacher

to plan, teach and assess and stay in touch in an entirely new way. As our understanding grew, we continually 

refined our delivery and improved provision. 

Over the two full lockdowns, and over the last 18 months, we maintained a full, rich and diverse curriculum with 

specialist teachers for all children. When back in school and with our Covid safe protocols in place, we did not 

narrow our range of subjects for any of our children and ensured that learning took place in specialist classrooms 

with specialist teachers. Our welfare support team learned to maintain ‘live’ contact with our most vulnerable 

children and families, making sure they were supported through the pandemic. Our learning support team 

continued to work with children with additional needs so that children maintained contact with school and were 

able to access lessons.  Across all year groups we have been able to provide families with progress reports and 

delivered online parent evenings so that we can keep our children on track in their learning.

For the second year in a row, we have had to learn new ways of assessing grades in years 11 and 13. We've 

followed a very robust and externally verified process to ensure that the data we have submitted is objective and 

based on good quality assessments so that our children have the best opportunities to make choices about their 

future. We are looking forward to welcoming many of our year 11 students into our college and wish all students 

leaving us after year 11 and those who are in year 13 the brightest of futures.

My third big thank you is to our teachers, teaching assistants and welfare support colleagues. As the front face of 

delivery and as key workers, they've all done an amazing job in keeping our children on track in their learning and 

supporting them along the way. 

Our children have been incredible over the whole of the year. They're inspiring, enthusiastic, engaging, fun to be 

around, kind, caring, polite and cooperative… well, most of the time anyway! They’ve had their highs and lows, 

challenges and problems but their reliance and capacity for adaptation has been something that has amazed us 

all. Looking back at the year and reflecting on the many many conversations I have had with your children reminds 

me of the privilege of what I do and the reason I chose this profession. We are the stewards of our children’s 

future and I'm looking forward to continuing to work with you so that they each have a bright one. 
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Changes to the timings of the school day - September 2021

Following the consultation earlier in the Spring term, we are able to confirm that we are making changes to the 

timings of the school day. The new school day timings are below and will take effect from 1st September. All bus 

companies have been informed. A full consultation response can be found here. School Day final July 2021

Keeping Our School Community Safe

All covid safe behaviours and procedures will remain in place for the 

final few days of the summer term

Our ambition during the last half term of the school year has been  to carefully move towards a more ‘normal’ 

school environment in line with the governments ‘road map’ out of lockdown. We must however be constantly 

aware that local infection rates may make it necessary to vary our school’s response. With this in mind, we have 

taken the decision to continue with all of the covid safe behaviours and procedures that are currently in place until 

the end of the summer term, Thursday 22nd July 2021.

These safe procedures include the use of face coverings inside of school buildings, regular hand hygiene, twice 

weekly self testing and the implementation of our internal track and trace procedures when necessary.

We can reassure all students, staff and parents that we will continue to do everything we can to keep our whole 

school community safe during this transition period.

If your child is unwell in any way, has been told they must self isolate or has been in close contact with 

someone who has tested positive for Covid-19,  they must not come to school. 

If you need to discuss any symptoms that your child or other household member may be experiencing please 

contact us on Nocv19@hccs.info and we will respond appropriately. We must all remain vigilant at all times and 

work together to keep our whole school community safe.

https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_69fc3f900736496cad65b99189654c05.pdf


Sports Day – Year 9

The rearranged Year 9 sportsday was a tremendous success. A brilliant turn out for both the tug-o-war 

competition and also athletic track events all contributed to a great morning of healthy competition. Both boys and 

girls supported the day in great spirit, even an impromptu karaoke prior to the results being announced occurred. 

Well done to everyone who took part making this day fun, enjoyable and pleasure to watch.

LWC Golf Competition 2021

2021 was the fourteenth year that we have 

ran the LWC Invitational competition. Both 

staff and students, past and present, are 

invited to compete over 18 holes of golf on 

a stableford format. Incredibly some 

students have supported this competition 

for 12 years, still returning from pastures 

far and wide to play, and also raising a little 

money for charity along the way. This year 

we once again raised money for Tommy's 

charity who fund pioneering research to 

identify why pregnancy sometimes goes 

wrong. Thanks must go out to Clare & 

Tommy Fleetwood and Malkins bank who 

kindly donate prizes enabling us to give 

more money to charity. Over the last 2 

years we have raised £535!. The Staff 

winner this year was once again Adam 

Oliver, and the student winner was Oscar 

Craig. Closet to the pin was won by Mr 

Lowe and the longest drive was won by 

Charlie Watts. Thank you to everyone who 

took part this year and we hope to once 

again see you in 2022.



Extracurricular Music Activities

One thing we are really looking 

forward to in September is the return 

of extracurricular activities in Music. 

The last 18 months has meant a halt 

to all of our regular groups - we miss 

them and can’t wait to get them 

going again!

When we get back in September we 

will be restarting our full 

extracurricular programme in our first 

full week back at school. There is no 

charge and students do not need to 

audition.

We really hope that this is something that appeals to you - it will be a great opportunity to meet fellow musicians 

from across the year groups and show off your musical talents!

Music Tuition

We also have our own team of fully qualified Peripatetic staff who provide outstanding private music tuition on site. 

Please see our website for further details https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/peripatetic-tuition

If you have any questions, please get in touch:

Richard Lawson, Faculty Lead for Arts  richard.lawson@hccs.info or 

Angela Pritchard, Education Support angela.pritchard@hccs.info

If your child is entitled to PP funding, the cost of tuition will be subsidised.  Get in touch for further details.

Looking forward to seeing you all soon!

Mr Lawson and Miss Simpson 
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https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/peripatetic-tuition


Maths Masterclass

Congratulations to the following students who were nominated by their Maths 

teachers and then went on to successfully complete a rigorous selection process 

by The Maths Masterclass Tutorials Team.

Tom Jeffries and Ciaran Turner (Year 7), Jacob Bardill (Year 8) and Maddie 

Lusby (Year 9)

The Maths Masterclass Tutorials is delivered by TalentEd in partnership with best selling author Dr Simon Singh 

and had over 2000 nominations which meant the competition was really high.

Congratulations again!

Book Buzz Reading Challenge

Last autumn I was discussing reading books with one of my Year 7 

classes, when I noticed they had their “Book Buzz” bookmarks and were 

happily reading their new books. We discussed some of the books and 

some students made their recommendations to me. It was then that the 

idea popped into my head! 

“I challenge myself to read all the “Book Buzz” books this year”, I proudly 

announced.

“Miss …” replied one of the students “Do you realise that there are 18 

books on the list?”

Ooops! I thought there were 8 or 9! What had I done? It was a rash 

promise, but one that I was determined to keep, despite the challenge 

being greater than I had anticipated.

As I write this, I have one more week in which to finish my last book. Last week a student asked me which one I 

enjoyed the most and I had to say that I have enjoyed every single one. Some have made me laugh, some have 

made me cry and they have made me consider many different aspects of growing up in today’s world. There is so 

much choice and I have read some books that I would not have picked up if it hadn’t been for the challenge I have 

undertaken.

I am grateful to my year 7 students for recommending further reading and for encouraging me in my challenge. 

You (students) have been my inspiration for this and I have loved our book discussions during the year. Thank you 

all!

Mrs Nixon

A self-soothe box is a box that you can make that contains things that ground you, make you feel more  

relaxed and reduce symptoms of panic, anxiety or low mood. If you find yourself feeling anxious, stressed  

out, or down, you can turn to your self-soothe box to help manage your feelings.

Click here and learn how to make your own

https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_d3cedc5305664fedbe5884a6c29cccb1.pdf


Click Here for more information

Cricket News

Two years ago, Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School won the Cheshire Cup with two different year groups, an 

incredible achievement. One of the prizes was a 1:1 coaching experience. This year Sam Gaskarth has at last 

been able to take up this offer. Pictured here after working on his batting and wicket keeping at Toft Cricket Club.


