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Course Structure

• Study of the target language culture and language 

• Using language imaginatively and creatively. Students at this level are expected to cope with a greater degree of 
unpredictability and deal with a widening range of potential problems.

• Using a variety of authentic materials in the target language, such as course books, newspaper articles, TV, podcasts, 
websites and software packages in school.

• Working independently using many of these resources at home.

• Aiming towards a good knowledge of the written and spoken language and a sound grasp of basic grammar.

• Participating orally in classwork.

• Working towards a wide-ranging vocabulary to cope successfully with a variety of everyday situations.

• Translating to and from the target language.

Unit Topics/Unit Title Assessment Weighting(%)

1 People & lifestyle
• Identity & relationship with others
• Healthy living & lifestyle
• Education & work

Paper 1: Listening
Foundation (35 mins) or Higher Tier (45 mins)
Responding to spoken language

25%

2 Popular Culture
• Free-time activities
• Customs, festivals & celebrations
• Celebrity culture

Paper 2: Speaking
Foundation (7-9 mins) or Higher Tier (10-12 mins), 
both with 15 minutes preparation time
Role Play, Reading aloud, Photo Card and 
Conversation

25%

3 Communication and the world 
around us
• Travel & tourism 
• Media & technology
• The environment & where people 
live

Paper 3: Reading
Foundation (45 mins) or Higher Tier (1 hour)
Responding to written language

25%

Paper 4: Writing
Foundation (1 hour 10 mins) or Higher Tier (1 hour 
15 mins)
A mixture of tasks depending on the level of entry, 
including list tasks, message tasks, open-ending 
writing, and translation from English to Target 
Language.

25%

What does the course involve?



Skills you will develop

• The course will equip you fully for beginning study of the language at ‘A’ Level.

• There are full language degrees for careers that involve languages, and also combined degrees with virtually any 
other subject, eg. Accountancy, Law, Business Studies, ICT and Engineering.

• Business is not the only area of employment where language competencies are needed. Multiple government 
agencies, the Travel Industry, Engineering, Communications, the field of Education, International Law, Economics, 
Public policy, Publishing, advertising, Entertainment, Scientific research and a broad array of service sectors all 
have needs for people with foreign language skills.

• Transferable skills are desirable in an increasingly global job market and a qualification in a foreign language is 
seen as a reliable indicator of an ability to cope with intellectual demands.

• Key communication skills, including the use of formal and informal register.

• Time management.

• Memory skills.

• Group work and participation.

• Confidence in coping with unfamiliar people and situations.

Further Study/Employment Prospects

Subject Combinations

Study of a language combines well with a range of different subjects. For example: 

● Humanities, English and Psychology - study of culture and improved understanding of grammar, sentence 
structure, and effective writing 

● Maths and Science - ability to spot and apply patterns 
● Performing Arts - confidence speaking in front of others
● Business - languages are valued in business careers
● Art and DT - increased creativity and wider cultural awareness/inspiration
● Food - wider awareness of Spanish and Latin American cuisine 

Recent former GCSE MFL students have gone on to…

● University of Cambridge to study a Degree in Modern and Medieval Languages
● Degree in International Logistics and Supply Chain Management with a year abroad/work placement
● Degree in mathematics 
● Degrees in Modern Foreign Languages 

(recently: Spanish, German, Russian, Japanese)
● Degree in  medicine 
● Degree in nursing 
● Degree in P.E.


