
191 27th June 2025

Dear all

The Battle of the Bands this week is one of those events that captures the true spirit of our school and community. It 

represents in a very clear way our four values of learning, belonging, pride and ambition. It's an event where everyone is 

welcome, everyone has their place to perform and everyone joins in the fun and entertainment. This year, we had 25 

acts from new beginners to polished, professional standards of musicianship, groups, solos, duets  and everything in 

between. Everyone gave their best and everyone shone. The event was well attended and we had a full house for the 

evening. At the end of the event, I said to the families who came to watch that seeing our children stand up and do their 

thing with such confidence swelled my heart with pride. I can't think of another more ‘headteachery’ way to say this but 

it's a feeling I often get when I walk around school or hear about the many achievements of our children. Seeing the 

children happy and fulfilled, thriving and growing is by far and away the best part of my job.

At the time of writing this newsletter, our children are taking part in sports day. This is another example of how our 

children are embracing our school values. The way that they cheer each other on and the way they put so much energy 

and effort into the event is astonishing. We are only half way through sports day but already I know of five school 

records that have been broken. At least one of these new records has been more smashed than just broken and these 

new records have been claimed by both girls and boys. Most children take part in this amazing occasion in one way or 

another and at the end of the day, although there will be one house that wins the cup, it's the taking part and engaging in 

the spirit of competition that really counts. 

Physical activity is a fantastic way to relieve the stresses and anxieties that are so much more openly talked about 

these days. By encouraging our children to get outside, to be part of a team or club and to leave the mobile phone at 

home, we can make huge differences to positively affect their mental health, resilience and self esteem. No one is 

asking our children to be an Olympic athlete but the ‘standard’ recommendation is at least 20 minutes of moderately 

intense exercise every day is something that is often referenced as a minimum amount. School obviously plays a part in 

delivering this but embracing opportunities outside of school is also important. The huge variety of clubs and teams on 

our doorstep is amazing and there really is something for everyone. A few weeks ago I watched my Goddaughter 

perform at a street dance show in Crewe. There were well over 40 acts and I recognised dozens of children who come 

to our school who are also talented performers. Around our community there are loads of clubs, activities and sports 

teams of every kind as well as gyms, horse riding, yoga, running clubs, badminton cricket etc etc. 

Over the summer, please explore the many options available to engage our children in healthy, physical and activity. 

Here in school we have a rich extra curricular offer as well and I'd encourage everyone to have a go at something new. 

We are always looking for ways to develop this and to encourage children to take part in physical activity and 

competitive sport.

The summer weather continues to be warm and dry. This is great in that it allows our children to access the fields at 

lunch and break time and to get plenty of fresh air. As a respectful message to all families though, can you help us by 

reminding your children that they need to fill their reusable water bottle during, not after break and lunch. Also, please 

remember that their water bottle should contain water only. There is an increasing number of fizzy drinks and 

worryingly, high sugar, high caffeine energy drinks that children are bringing as part of a packed lunch or in their bags. 

These are not healthy and not something I want to encourage. 

Second and last point. Litter. The amount of debris that the children drop and leave is incredible. After lunch the site 

team is tied up for an unreasonable amount of time picking up litter that our children have chosen to drop. I am sure that 

this is something that you will give us full support with. Please talk to your children about tidying up their waste and 

please do everything you can to avoid children bringing single use plastic bottles into school. This is better for the 

environment and will make a huge difference to the litter problem.

Have a great weekend and take care

Nigel Bielby

Executive Headteacher



Curriculum Matters

Curriculum Website

We know that you are keen to support your children with their learning as well as you can.

You will know that we plan to share our curriculum - what we teach and when we teach it - far more clearly on our 

website. We will also share an overview of what we will be assessing when in each subject. 

All of this will help you to encourage your child’s independent practice - meaning they learn the curriculum as 

successfully as possible and demonstrate this in our assessments, mock exams and at GCSE, BTEC or A Level.

We are excited to be able to share with you a first example of how this will look. This means you can give us any 

feedback before we begin to prepare other pages. Please remember that this page is in draft form - there is 

information which still needs to be added - but we feel it's important that you can review this before the last 

newsletter of the year.

On Friday we shared the new science curriculum pages with 

our students. This means that you will be able to discuss with 

them how the pages will work.

As you explore these pages you will see the overview of our KS3 

and 4 curricula in science (KS5 to follow) in the form of a 

roadmap. You can click on each unit of this to see the Knowledge 

Organiser (KO). This KO contains all of the information that 

students need to learn and remember - and the retrieval and 

application of this knowledge will form the basis of all of our 

assessments. 

When you click on the assessment button you will see which of 

the units will be assessed when. With end of unit tests there will 

inevitably be a degree of flexibility around the precise week when 

an assessment takes place, but you should expect this to fall 

within a 3 week window for each subject.

If you click on the homework button - you can see the homework expectations at each key stage - this is the 

information you should expect to see each week or fortnight shared via the new Satchel One homework app, 

which we will begin to roll out in September. Teachers will share the official assessment dates here as well.

We know that you will find having easy access to this information helpful. We are hugely grateful to our teachers 

for the time they have spent reviewing and updating their curricula, designing and refining KOs and preparing 

curriculum roadmaps. If you have any feedback, please contact Mr Munro.

Key Stage 3 assessment banding

Last week we sent home the third set of interims for our students in Year 7. This is the third time of producing 

these interims and we have been developing how we automate this process. In some cases this has led to some 

variation in banding scores compared with previous interims and we are sorry if this has caused you some 

concerns as parents or carers. 

If you are worried about your child’s progress or what the score is telling you, please contact the head of subject in 

the first instance. Remember you can find their details here on the website. 

https://www.hc6f.co.uk/science-copy
tim.munro@hccs.info
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/staff-list


Alternative Learning Week

Curriculum Website

The preparations for alternative learning week continue.  For students not on a residential trip, school begins and 

ends at the same time but the makeup of the day is different.  Students register with their tutor groups and will be 

given instructions as to the timetable for each day.

More instructions will be given out for each day ion the week before ALW.

Trip Aid- Students and Staff on Trips

The school has subscribed to a service called Trip Aid. Once the Trip Aid app has been 

downloaded, students and staff sign into a trip which will be created by the Trip Leader.  

Once the trip is active, the students will be able to message the teachers, the teachers can 

locate the students.  More information can be found on https://tripaid.co.uk/

What you need to do

• Students need to download the app from the App Store or Google Play

• Before the trip starts, they will be given a code by their teachers

• Once the trip is over, the service stops.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Year 7 Activity Day ALW Task House Day ALW Task
Non – Alton 

Towers

Year 8
Non – Alton 

Towers

Activity 

Day/CZ
ALW Task ALW Task House Day

Year 9 ALW Task Army Skills/CZ
Non – Alton 

Towers
House Day ALW Task

Year 10 House Day ALW Task ALW Task
Non – Alton 

Towers
Army Skills

Year 12 Helpers/Derby Helpers/AT Careers Army Skills Study Day

08.45 Tutor

09.10 Session 1A

10.20 Break AM

10.40 Session 1B

11.50 Lunch

12.40 Session 2A

13.50 Break

14.05 Session 2B

15.15 End of Day

https://tripaid.co.uk/


Bus Replacement 42 D&G

A group of parents are currently exploring the viability of organising a private 

school bus service as an alternative to  the existing public number 42 bus 

route from Middlewich. 

To help assess the level of interest and gather information for the planning of 

this service, the parent group is requesting that interested families complete 

a short survey. Your feedback is vital in determining the feasibility and 

potential structure of this private bus service.

If you currently use the number 42 public bus service from Middlewich, or would be interested in your child using a 

private school bus service from this area, please scan the QR code to access the survey. Please note, the 

information you submit will not be held by or accessible to our school. This survey is being shared on behalf of the 

parents who are looking into the issue.

If you are struggling to access the QR code please find the link to here: 

https://forms.office.com/e/YShMSAzkMp

**REMINDER – School closes to students on this day at 2.15pm**

Year 6 Transition Days

What a wonderful start we've had with our new Year 6 students 

during their recent Transition Days at HCCS! It was an absolute 

pleasure to welcome them into our school community.

Our main goals for these days were to help the students get to 

know some of the routines at HCCS, make them feel part of our 

HCCS community, and allow them to meet our wonderful team of 

staff and students. 

From the moment they arrived, our Year 6s jumped straight into 

life at HCCS.   …Continued

https://forms.office.com/e/YShMSAzkMp
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hccs1978


They eagerly participated in activities designed to familiarise them with our daily routines, from navigating the school 

layout to understanding our classroom expectations. This commitment to learning was evident in every activity, as they 

embraced new challenges and absorbed information with enthusiasm.

More importantly, these days were all about fostering a sense of belonging. Through various group activities, and 

interactions with their new classmates and our current students; our future Year 7s truly began to feel like part of the 

HCCS family. The laughter and discussions filling our restaurant and classrooms is a testament to the new friendships 

forming and the connections being made. We saw such a great sense of pride as they engaged in tasks and started to 

envision themselves as part of our school, demonstrating early ambition for their time here.

Our dedicated staff were on hand to guide and support them every step of the way, creating a warm and welcoming 

atmosphere. We're incredibly proud of how our older students also stepped up, acting as fantastic student leaders and 

helping the new students feel at ease.

We're so excited about the journey ahead with this bright and enthusiastic group of students. Thank you to all the 

families for your support in making these transition days such a success. We can't wait to see what amazing things our 

new Year 7s will achieve at HCCS!

Sixth Form Student Leadership Team 2025/26

We are pleased to announce our 6F Student Leadership team for 2025-26! 

Head Students of School - Elizabeth Smith and Lydia Davenport

Assistant Head Student of School - Tabitha Ranfield

Head Students of Sixth Form - Elliot Griggs and Amelie Mitten

Assistant Head Student of Sixth Form - Daniel Pass

Heads of Extended Leadership Team - Lizzie Earl and Phoebe Smith

Extended Leadership Team - Jacob Bardill, Arina Semych, Poppy Cummings, Lottie Evenden and Rachael O’Sullivan.

The application process was extremely competitive and we are very excited to see the impact this team will have across 

our community. A huge well done to them all!

Whole School Assembly

This morning, as part of our Sports Day provision, we conducted a whole school 

online assembly on the school’s values. This was led by Mr Bielby, Mr Lowe and 

Mr Munro. You can view this recorded assembly here…

https://youtu.be/OZxRJcElFL4
https://youtu.be/OZxRJcElFL4


Change-Grow-Live: 

Visit to HC6F!

On Monday 23rd June, HC6F welcomed Natalie 

Mottram into college for a ‘Drugs/ Alcohol Awareness 

Pop-Up’. Natalie chatted to lots of our students, giving 

them advice on protecting themselves from issues such

as drink spiking and the dangers of drug use. Some of our students also bravely tried on some ‘beer goggles’, 

resulting in a few bumps as they tried to navigate their way around. 

Work Experience 2026  (present Year 9s)

As previously announced next year’s Year 10 will have the opportunity to 

complete one week of work experience in the week beginning  Monday 23rd 

March 2026.

It is an excellent opportunity for students to gain a feel for the working world and gain an insight into possible 

future careers.

On Monday  all Year 9s will have an  assembly to introduce work experience and the online platform called 

‘Unifrog’ which is how the work experience process is administered.  All students have a Unifrog account which 

parents and students can access at home.

All parents/carers should then receive an online letter introducing Unifrog.

Now is an excellent time to begin searching for a placement. Opportunities in medicine, veterinary, legal and 

media work particularly are very popular and fill up very quickly.

The deadline for all placements is February 1st 2026.

If you require further information please contact Mrs Jill Rawsthorne, email jill.rawsthorne@hccs.info

As a school we came together to support National School Sports Week. National School Sports Week is an 

annual campaign highlighting the importance of physical education, sport and play in schools. 

During the week our Sports Leaders led assemblies which highlighted how movement can help to support our 

Physical & Mental Health.

Students were invited to wear a sports t-shirt in their PE lessons where they participated in tournaments inspired 

by the Euro 2025 countries.



We also had a visit from an athlete mentor ‘Anya Williams’ who plays for Manchester Thunder Netball team and 

England Roses. She led masterclasses, assemblies and question and answer sessions which were inspirational. 

In addition we had a rugby masterclass led by a local coach this will hopefully lead to some club links next year. 

Our staff rounders match was a highlight of the week where almost 30 members of staff got together to enjoy 

some movement and fun in the sun.

It was a great week enjoyed by many and hopefully the benefits of being ‘always active’ have been reinforced to 

our students and staff. 










