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We learn together. We belong to this community. We are proud of ourselves and each other.  
We have consistently high expectations. 

Primary 
school

HCCS Upper school - Years 9 to 11
● Increased specialisation
● Attainment and progress focus
● Support and intervention
● Maximising potential
● Advice and guidance - next steps 

HCCS Lower school - Years 7 and 8
● Transition
● Challenge and support
● Culture of engagement
● Building potential
● Building relationships
● Securing the foundations of learning 

Lower School Upper School Sixth Form College

HCCS College - Years 12 and 13
● Level 3 qualifications
● High level of specialisation
● Independent, taught and guided study
● High level of autonomy
● Advice and guidance - next steps 

Holmes Chapel Comprehensive

Three connected parts of one school



Lower School
Building relationships and securing the foundations of learning

Lower School Hub
Years 7 & 8

Director Helena Collison

Learning Manager Heather Hughes

Welfare Managers Tara Bowles
Rachel Cooper
Laura Chaloner Mattin

Support Officers Lizzy Broxton
Jess Jones

Behaviour Mentor Holly Pridham

Safeguarding and Child 
Protection Lead

Emily Bagshaw

7AH Rachel Mee

7AC Isobel Lawrence 

7CC George Bell

7CH Izabela Laskowska

7MH Liam Beard

7MC Deleasa Davies

7TH Tom Mitchell & Trev Capewell

7TC Amanda Watmough 



We learn together. We belong to this community. We are proud of ourselves and each other.  
We have consistently high expectations. 

Lower School expectations

START HERE  >  >  
and see how far you 
can go

Being safe.  Being kind.  Trying your best.  
Showing respect to yourself, others and 
your environment.

Modelling this expected behaviour to 
everyone else and persevering with that - 
even when outside factors might make that 
challenging.

Helping others to be the best version of 
themselves.



We learn together. We belong to this community. We are proud of ourselves and each other.  
We have consistently high expectations. 

But we understand different feelings…

and we will help each other to cope with these so that we can still try our 
best to achieve at least our core expectations



We learn together. We belong to this community. We are proud of ourselves and each other.  
We have consistently high expectations. 

And we encourage discussion of different feelings…



Preparing learners for a changing worldPreparing learners for a changing world



+2 house points! Celebrate this!

+1 house point. Celebrate this!

-1 behaviour point. 
Talk to them (5 mins ASAP). 

-2 behaviour points. 
Head of Faculty or Learning Manager 
to discuss with them (20 mins)   

-3 behaviour points. 
Welfare Manager to discuss with them 
(removal from lesson plus appropriate 
consequence)   

For ALL behaviours, it is important that we talk to students 
about the choice they have made, if necessary, how they 
might need to make different choices in the future.  
Make sure and seek confirmation that they understand this. 

We demonstrate consistently high expectations 



Being safe.  Being kind.  Trying your best.  
Showing respect to yourself, others and your 
environment. 

We demonstrate consistently high expectations 

Listen.  Comply.   (No need for staff to ask twice)





Young people are 
digital natives but 
they don’t yet have 
the capacity to 
navigate safely.

Y6 get mobile phone 
- vast majority by 
secondary school  - 
greater 
independence









We learn together. We belong to this community. We are proud of ourselves and each other.  
We have consistently high expectations. 

Supporting Parents and Carers with mobile phone use

● Talk to you child regularly about their mobile phone use 
○ Encourage them to be open
○ Reassure them that they won’t get in trouble if things go wrong

● Make sure privacy settings are set correctly, updated and checked regularly
● Know your child’s pass code; the child doesn’t own the phone
● Carry out frequent and random phone checks
● Keep phones downstairs - have a shared charging point downstairs and 

check that their phone (not just the case) is there
● Encourage hobbies and interests which are not technology based
● Let children be bored; this is when creativity occurs and reveals their talents



We learn together. We belong to this community. We are proud of ourselves and each other.  
We have consistently high expectations. 

Useful links

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

https://www.childline.org.uk/

https://www.cheshire.police.uk/

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.cheshire.police.uk/


We learn together. We belong to this community. We are proud of ourselves and each other.  
We have consistently high expectations. 

Further reading for parents



Lower School
Building relationships and securing the foundations of learning



Lower School
Building relationships and securing the foundations of learning

Literacy Reminders

1. Every pupil should have a book to read at the beginning of each 
lesson. Any problems with this, please ask your child to speak to their 
form tutor or Miss Moores, our librarian. 

2. Every Lower School student has one lesson a fortnight in the Learning 
Resource Centre (LRC), this is for independent/group reading and 
research skills. 

3. It is important that your child reads outside of lesson and quizzes on 
the books they have read using our Accelerated Reading Programme. 

4. Throughout the year, your child will take a STAR reading test which 
assesses their reading ability and determines their reading age. This 
will be communicated to you through their interims. 

What can you 
do to help?

Encourage them 
to read as much 
as possible.

Discuss books! 
Book 
adaptations, 
books they’ve 
read in class, 
autobiographies 
about people 
they know. . .   



Importance of literacy

Some copies of some exam 
questions here?

age for GCSE aged pupils, the 
students' actual reading age 
was found to be lagging 
significantly behind at an 
average of just 10 years and 
seven months 

While the average reading 
age of the exam materials was 
found to be 15 years and 
seven months – the correct 

Being “literate”



Accelerated reader Finding the right book level 
for your child!
The Accelerated Reader 
programme uses this system of 
levelling books.

Our LRC also uses this system.

The aim is that children will be 
reading regularly the books that will 
help them the most:  
More enjoyment!   More progress!



Accelerated reader

Years 7 - 9

Complete a reading 
test 

Read books within 
their ZPD

Complete quizzes on the 
books they have read

Students were provided with their login details during the LRC lessons.



Google Classroom: accessing classwork and homework
How does my child log onto their Google Workspace?

1. click on the Google 'G' on the https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/ homepage.
2. enter their school Gmail address 22surname@stu.hccs.info
3. Then enter their password.  

● In their first Computing lesson the children changed the default Google 
Workspace password hccshccs to the same one as their network password.

● Each tutor group and class has their own Google Classroom. 
● Lessons and homework can be accessed on Google Classroom: if your child 

is ill or they want to revisit what they have been learning. 

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/
mailto:22surname@stu.hccs.info


Bromcom: Student App

- Timetable
- Behaviour
- Subject information (class and 

teacher)
- Students receive an email with their 

login details (school ID 11529). 
- The app can be downloaded onto a 

Smartphone. 

Bromcom and Hegarty Maths

Hegarty Maths

- Online resource that allows 
students to test their maths 
skills and get feedback on 
their progress.  

- This is set up by the maths 
department. 



September ● Transition and baseline testing
● All About Me tasks completed
● Parent Information Evening

October ● Curriculum information shared online
● Google classroom guidance for parents

November ● Learning Passport Part 1

December ● Interim report 1 published 
- (information about your child’s progress and attitude to learning) 
● Winter Festival and Christmas Concert: 1st December
● School Production: 8th & 9th December
● Learning Passport Part 2

February ● Year 7 residential  w/c/ 13th Feb
● Mid year assessments - w/c/ 27th Feb

March ● Interim report 2 published 

May ● Year 7 Parent evening

July ● End of year assessments and interim report 3

Lower School
Building relationships and securing the foundations of learning

Key Dates 



Conversations matter! Keeping in touch and letting us know how 
things are going is important in keeping our children safe, cared for 
and on track. 

● Parental expectations… getting in touch…phone and email
● Protocols… respect, trust, manners, being polite, patience
● Response time… 48 hours please!

Keeping in touch with each other



Asking questions and keeping in touch 

What's the issue? Who to contact Email

Concerns about welfare 
or progress Your Child’s Form Tutor 

firstname.surname@hccs.info

Learning and curriculum Lower School Learning Manager - Heather Hughes 

lowerschool@hccs.info

Pastoral and welfare 
Lower School Welfare Managers
Tara Bowles, Rachel Cooper and Laura Chaloner-Mattin

Special Educational 
Needs

SENCO- Clair Bailey 
Learning Support Transition Lead- Louise Guy

clair.bailey@hccs.info
louise.guy@hccs.info

mailto:firstname.surname@hccs.info
mailto:loweschool@hccs.info
mailto:claire.bailey@hccs.info
mailto:louise.guy@hccs.info


Tutor rooms
7AH Rachel Mee

SF3
7AC Isobel Lawrence 

7CC George Bell
SF47CH Izabela Laskowska

7MH Liam Beard
SF1

7MC Deleasa Davies

7TH Tom Mitchell & Trev Capewell Theatre7TC Amanda Watmough 



Tutor slides



Preparing Learners For A Changing World

7...

   Tutor’s name: 

   I am a teacher of...  

   You can contact me via email… 



Preparing Learners For A Changing World

What have we been doing in tutor time? 

• All About Me
• My Curriculum 
• Enrichment
• Sharing our thoughts and asking questions 
• Making new friends 



Getting to know you 
so we can know how to support and guide you in the best way!



TOGETHER (1) We learn (2) Belong to this community (3)  Are proud of 
ourselves and each other (4) Demonstrate consistently high expectations 



YEAR 7



  CORE
STRUCTURE AND LANGUAGE
● How are the topics ordered? 

(What comes first? Then what?)
● Analyse the effect of different 

words and sentences

EXTRA

ADVANCED

CRITICAL EVALUATION
● Anything else you notice?
● What’s particularly effective? Why?  

● What could be better? How?

CORE

CONTENT
● What are the topics?
● Can you identify any language 

features, e.g. punctuation?
START HERE  >  >  >  >  >  >
and see how far you can go



Now, it’s your turn to create your All About Me page
Create a one page document that captures WHO WE ARE.  

It will use words (and maybe pictures) that communicate information about us 
to other people.

When should I do this?

Please submit your first draft of this piece of important whole school work to 
your tutor by: Monday 19th September

There’s help on the next slide/ on sheets from tutors.

Slide used on Transition Days



YEAR 7
Complete your own - support available

You can use this sheet 
to help.  Use the models 
too.  How can you make 
it unique but still include 
all the relevant 
information?

You can copy and 
complete if you like.

Still a bit tricky?  
Complete the gaps on 
this one



Parent’s copy of ‘All About Me’ 

Thank you for sharing 
these with us. 

If you haven’t done 
one, there is time to 
do it now. 



Introducing your Lower School Learning Passport

It is split into 2 parts.

The first part is designed to allow 
students to reflect upon the knowledge 
they have acquired over the first term.  

This will be introduced through the 
metacognition sessions of enrichment 
and will be completed before you receive 
the first interim report.

The second part should be completed 
together at home after you have 
looked at the report.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_QPxEXFkw9buvWJ4I549IVsYTf_z6OllkhR4BcT4LNE/edit


START HERE  >  >  
and see how far you 
can go

Use your memory to recall the knowledge 
from each subject area. Understand where to 
look if your brain cannot recall yet.  

Make connections across the curriculum.  
Where else is this knowledge relevant and 
useful?

Reflect upon where your strengths and 
areas for development are across the 
curriculum

Introducing your Lower School Learning Passport

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_QPxEXFkw9buvWJ4I549IVsYTf_z6OllkhR4BcT4LNE/edit


Need some help?

Use your brain to recall the knowledge from 
each subject area. Understand where to look 
if your brain cannot recall yet.  

1. Your exercise book and/ or The Google 
classroom

2. Ask a classmate
3. Ask your teacher
4. Ask your tutor and/ or someone in the hub

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_QPxEXFkw9buvWJ4I549IVsYTf_z6OllkhR4BcT4LNE/edit


Thank you for listening. 

Do you have any questions? 


